
bohr v.2005/09/15,v 1.7 Prn:4/11/2005; 15:00 F:bohrco.tex; VTEX/J p. 1

1 1

2 2

3 3

4 4

5 5

6 6

7 7

8 8

9 9

10 10

11 11

12 12

13 13

14 14

15 15

16 16

17 17

18 18

19 19

20 20

21 21

22 22

23 23

24 24

25 25

26 26

27 27

28 28

29 29

30 30

31 31

32 32

33 33

34 34

35 35

36 36

37 37

38 38

39 39

40 40

41 41

CONTENTS

Foreword V

Contents XI

Earlier volumes of the Niels Bohr Collected Works XVII

Abbreviated titles of periodicals XVIII

Other abbreviations XIX

Acknowledgements XXI

PART I: AN “OPEN WORLD”

Introduction 3
1 Politics and international scientific cooperation until 1943 6
2 The political campaign during the war exile, 1943–1945 14

The campaign begins 15
Meeting with Churchill 23
Meeting with Roosevelt 30
Misunderstandings 37
Continued efforts 43

3 Addressing the public, 1945–1947 49
Writing for an international audience 49
Trying to reach the Soviet Union 53
Writing for a Danish audience 60

4 Continuation of the confidential approach, 1945–1948 65
Reaction to the first initiatives after the war 65
Focusing on openness 68

5 Open Letter to the United Nations, 1950 77
Widening the audience 77
The Open Letter and its presentation 78
Immediate reactions 80
Continuation 81

6 Conclusion 82
I Documents, World War II 85

1 Letter to Anderson, 16 February 1944 86
2 “Message” to Anderson, April 1944 89

XI



bohr v.2005/09/15,v 1.7 Prn:4/11/2005; 15:00 F:bohrco.tex; VTEX/J p. 2

C O N T E N T S

1 1

2 2

3 3

4 4

5 5

6 6

7 7

8 8

9 9

10 10

11 11

12 12

13 13

14 14

15 15

16 16

17 17

18 18

19 19

20 20

21 21

22 22

23 23

24 24

25 25

26 26

27 27

28 28

29 29

30 30

31 31

32 32

33 33

34 34

35 35

36 36

37 37

38 38

39 39

40 40

41 41

3 Memo, 2 April 1944 90
4 Letter to Churchill, 22 May 1944 96
5 Memo, 23 May 1944 99
6 “Memorandum”, 3 July 1944 101
7 Letter to Roosevelt, 7 September 1944 109
8 “Comments”, 18 January 1945 111
9 “Addendum”, 25 March 1945 113
10 Memo, 8 May 1945 118
11 Memo, 12 July 1945 119

II Science and Civilization, The Times, 11 August 1945 121

III A Challenge to Civilization, Science 102 (1945) 363–364 125

IV Atomic Physics and International Cooperation, Proceedings of the American
Philosophical Society 91 (1947) 137–138 126

V Documents, 1945: Radio and press statements upon return to Denmark 135
1 Radio talk, 26 August 1945 136

Translation 140
2 Speech to Danish students, 7 October 1945 145

Translation 147

VI Humanity’s Choice Between Catastrophe and Happier Circumstances; Men-
neskehedens Valg mellem Katastrofe og lykkeligere Kaar, Politiken, 1 January
1946 148

Translation 152

VII Documents, 1946 and 1948: Contact with Baruch and Marshall 155
1 Letter to Baruch, 1 June 1946 156
2 Covering letter, 22 March 1948 159
3 “Comments”, 17 May 1948 160
4 Letter to Marshall, 10 June 1948 163
5 “Annotations”, 19 June 1948 169

VIII Open Letter to the United Nations, June 9th, 1950, Schultz, Copenhagen 1950 171

IX Documents, 1950: Presentation of and reaction to the Open Letter 187
1 Press release, 12 June 1950 188
2 Press release, 14 June 1950 189

X Open Letter to the Secretary General of the United Nations, November 9th,
1956, private print, Copenhagen 1956 191

Appendix, Various letters and notes 193
List of documents 194
Before the war 196
War and exile 227
After the exile 294

PART II: OTHER POLITICAL AND SOCIAL INVOLVEMENTS

Introduction 337
1 The Royal Danish Academy 338
2 Establishment of the Danish National Science Foundation 348

XII



bohr v.2005/09/15,v 1.7 Prn:4/11/2005; 15:00 F:bohrco.tex; VTEX/J p. 3

C O N T E N T S

1 1

2 2

3 3

4 4

5 5

6 6

7 7

8 8

9 9

10 10

11 11

12 12

13 13

14 14

15 15

16 16

17 17

18 18

19 19

20 20

21 21

22 22

23 23

24 24

25 25

26 26

27 27

28 28

29 29

30 30

31 31

32 32

33 33

34 34

35 35

36 36

37 37

38 38

39 39

40 40

41 41

3 The Society for the Dissemination of Natural Science 352
4 Scandinavian scientists, the Institute and the University of Copenhagen 354
5 Peaceful uses of atomic energy 359
6 Contact with mathematicians 369
7 On football, cancer, Israel and the Danish resistance 372

1. The Royal Danish Academy 378

I Meeting on 20 October 1939; Mødet den 20. Oktober 1939, Overs. Dan. Vidensk.
Selsk. Virks. Juni 1939 – Maj 1940, pp. 25–26 379

Translation 382

II Meeting on 15 March [1940]; Mødet den 15. Marts [1940], Overs. Dan. Vidensk.
Selsk. Virks. Juni 1939 – Maj 1940, pp. 40-41 385

Translation 387

III Meeting on 20 September 1940; Mødet den 20. Septbr. 1940, Overs. Dan.
Vidensk. Selsk. Virks. Juni 1940 – Maj 1941, pp. 25–26 389

Translation 391

IV Meeting on 30 January 1942; Mødet den 30. Januar 1942, Overs. Dan. Vidensk.
Selsk. Virks. Juni 1941 – Maj 1942, pp. 32–34 393

Translation 395

V Meeting on 13 November 1942 on the 200th Anniversary of the Establishment of
the Academy; Mødet den 13. November 1942 paa 200-Aarsdagen for Selskabets
Stiftelse, Overs. Dan. Vidensk. Selsk. Virks. Juni 1942 – Maj 1943, pp. 26–28,
31–32, 36, 40–41, 44–48 397

Translation 407

VI Meeting on 19 October 1945; Mødet den 19. Oktober 1945, Overs. Dan. Vidensk.
Selsk. Virks. Juni 1945 – Maj 1946, pp. 29–31 415

Translation 417

VII Meeting on 25 April 1947; Mødet den 25. April 1947, Overs. Dan. Vidensk.
Selsk. Virks. Juni 1946 – Maj 1947, pp. 53–54 419

Translation 423

VIII Meeting on 17 October 1947 in Commemoration of King Christian X ; Mødet
den 17. Oktober 1947 til Minde om Kong Christian X , Overs. Dan. Vidensk.
Selsk. Virks. Juni 1947 – Maj 1948, pp. 26–29 425

Translation 430

IX Meeting on 11 March 1949; Mødet den 11. Marts 1949, Overs. Dan. Vidensk.
Selsk. Virks. Juni 1948 – Maj 1949, pp. 45–46 433

Translation 435

X Meeting on 19 October 1951; Mødet den 19. Oktober 1951, Overs. Dan. Vidensk.
Selsk. Virks. Juni 1951 – Maj 1952, pp. 33–34 437

XI Meeting on 16 November 1951; Mødet den 16. November 1951, Overs. Dan.
Vidensk. Selsk. Virks. Juni 1951 – Maj 1952, p. 39 439

Translation 441

XII Meeting on 14 October 1960; Mødet den 14. Oktober 1960, Overs. Dan. Vidensk.
Selsk. Virks. Juni 1960 – Maj 1961, pp. 39–41 443

XIII



bohr v.2005/09/15,v 1.7 Prn:4/11/2005; 15:00 F:bohrco.tex; VTEX/J p. 4

C O N T E N T S

1 1

2 2

3 3

4 4

5 5

6 6

7 7

8 8

9 9

10 10

11 11

12 12

13 13

14 14

15 15

16 16

17 17

18 18

19 19

20 20

21 21

22 22

23 23

24 24

25 25

26 26

27 27

28 28

29 29

30 30

31 31

32 32

33 33

34 34

35 35

36 36

37 37

38 38

39 39

40 40

41 41

2. Establishment of the Danish National Science Foundation 446

XIII Niels Bohr’s deeply serious appeal; Niels Bohrs dybt alvorlige appel, Politiken,
19 January 1951 447

Translation 450
XIV Meeting on 2 February 1951; Mødet den 2. februar 1951, Overs. Dan. Vidensk.

Selsk. Virks. Juni 1950 – Maj 1951, pp. 42–45 453
Translation 458

XV Statement by Professor Niels Bohr in the current affairs programme on Danish
National Radio, Monday 4 February 1952; Udtalelse af Professor Niels Bohr
i radioens aktuelle kvarter, mandag den 4. februar 1952, Videnskabsmanden:
Meddelelser fra Foreningen til Beskyttelse af Videnskabeligt Arbejde 6 (No. 1,
1952), p. 3 463

Translation 465

3. The Society for the Dissemination of Natural Science 468

XVI Eighth Presentation of the H.C. Ørsted Medal [K. Linderstrøm–Lang]; Ottende
Uddeling af H.C. Ørsted Medaillen, Fys. Tidsskr. 39 (1941) 175–177, 192–193 469

Translation 473
XVII Ninth Presentation of the H.C. Ørsted Medal [A. Langseth]; Niende Uddeling

af H.C. Ørsted Medaillen, Fys. Tidsskr. 51 (1953) 65–67, 80 477
Translation 482

XVIII Tenth and Eleventh Presentation of the H.C. Ørsted Medal [J.A. Christiansen
and P. Bergsøe]; Tiende og ellevte Uddeling af H.C. Ørsted Medaillen, Fys.
Tidsskr. 57 (1959) 145, 158 487

Translation 490
XIX Memorial Evening for Kirstine Meyer in the Society for Dissemination of Natural

Science; Mindeaften for Kirstine Meyer i Selskabet for Naturlærens Udbredelse,
Fys. Tidsskr. 40 (1942) 173–175 493

Translation 497

4. Scandinavian scientists, the Institute and the University of Copenhagen 500

XX [Speech at the Meeting of Natural Scientists in Helsinki, 14 August 1936];
[Tale ved Naturforskermødet i Helsingfors, 14. August 1936], “Nordiska (19.
skandinaviska) Naturforskarmötet i Helsingfors den 11.–15. augusti 1936”,
Helsinki 1936, pp. 191–192 501

Translation 505
XXI Speech at the Inauguration of the Institute’s High-Voltage Plant 5 April 1938;

Tale ved Indvielsen af Instituttets Højspændingsanlæg 5. April 1938, Typescript 509
Translation 520

XXII Science and its International Significance, Danish Foreign Office Journal,
No. 208 (May 1938) 61–63 527

XXIII The University and Research; Universitetet og Forskningen, Politiken, 3 June
1941 533

Translation 547

XIV



bohr v.2005/09/15,v 1.7 Prn:4/11/2005; 15:00 F:bohrco.tex; VTEX/J p. 5

C O N T E N T S

1 1

2 2

3 3

4 4

5 5

6 6

7 7

8 8

9 9

10 10

11 11

12 12

13 13

14 14

15 15

16 16

17 17

18 18

19 19

20 20

21 21

22 22

23 23

24 24

25 25

26 26

27 27

28 28

29 29

30 30

31 31

32 32

33 33

34 34

35 35

36 36

37 37

38 38

39 39

40 40

41 41

5. Peaceful uses of atomic energy 554

XXIV [Preface]; [Forord], …fra Thrige 6 (No. 1, February 1953) 2–4 555
Translation 559

XXV Greater International Cooperation is Needed for Peace and Survival, “Atomic
Energy in Industry: Minutes of 3rd Conference October 13–15, 1954”, National
Industrial Conference Board, Inc., New York 1955, pp. 18–26 561

XXVI The Physical Basis for Industrial Use of the Energy of the Atomic Nucleus; Det
fysiske grundlag for industriel udnyttelse af atomkerne-energien, Tidsskrift for
Industri (No. 7–8, 1955) 168–179 571

Translation 585
XXVII Atoms and Society; Atomerne og Samfundet, “Den liberale venstrealmanak”,

ASAs Forlag, Copenhagen 1956, pp. 25–32 609
Translation 618

XXVIII Greeting to the Exhibition from Professor Niels Bohr; Hilsen til udstillingen fra
professor Niels Bohr, Elektroteknikeren 53 (1957) 363 633

Translation 636
XXIX The Presentation of the first Atoms for Peace Award to Niels Henrik David Bohr,

October 24, 1957, National Academy of Sciences, Washington, D.C. 1957, pp. 1,
5, 18–22 637

XXX Professor Niels Bohr on Risø; Professor Niels Bohr om Risø, Elektroteknikeren
54 (1958) 238–239 645

Translation 648

6. Contact with mathematicians 654

XXXI On the Problem of Measurement in Atomic Science; Om Maalingsproblemet
i Atomfysikken, “Festskrift til N.E. Nørlund i Anledning af hans 60 Aars
Fødselsdag den 26. Oktober 1945, Anden Del”, Ejnar Munksgaard, Copenhagen
1946, pp. 163–167 655

Translation 662
XXXII Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, The Scientific Monthly 82 (1956) 85–88 667

7. On football, cancer, Israel and the Danish resistance 674

XXXIII Greeting from Niels Bohr; Niels Bohr’s Hilsen, “Akademisk Boldklub [Academic
Ball Club] 1939–1949”, Copenhagen 1949, pp. 7–8 675

Translation 679
XXXIV [Address Broadcast on the Danish National Radio, 16 October 1953]; [Tale

ved Statsradiofoniens udsendelse den 16. oktober 1953], “Det kongelige Teater,
Forestillingen lørdag den 17. oktober 1953”, pp. 4–6 681

Translation 685
XXXV The Rebuilding of Israel: A Remarkable Kind of Adventure; Israels genopbygning:

Et æventyr af ejendommelig art, Israel 7 (No. 2, 1954) 14–17 689
Translation 694

XXXVI The Goal of the Fight: That We in Freedom May Look Forward to a Brighter
Future; Kampens mål: At vi i frihed kan se hen til en lysere fremtid, “Ti år
efter”, Kammeraternes Hjælpefond, Copenhagen 1955 701

Translation 703

XV



bohr v.2005/09/15,v 1.7 Prn:4/11/2005; 15:00 F:bohrco.tex; VTEX/J p. 6

C O N T E N T S

1 1

2 2

3 3

4 4

5 5

6 6

7 7

8 8

9 9

10 10

11 11

12 12

13 13

14 14

15 15

16 16

17 17

18 18

19 19

20 20

21 21

22 22

23 23

24 24

25 25

26 26

27 27

28 28

29 29

30 30

31 31

32 32

33 33

34 34

35 35

36 36

37 37

38 38

39 39

40 40

41 41

Appendix, Selected Correspondence 705
List of documents 706
Alsing Andersen 707
Richard Courant 710
James R. Killian 716
John S. Sinclair 717
Jerome B. Wiesner 720

INVENTORY OF RELEVANT MANUSCRIPTS
IN THE NIELS BOHR ARCHIVE

Introduction 723

INDEX

XVI


	Contents

